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FESTIVAL OF THE BOOK CELEBRATES LITERATURE SEPT. 6-8 
MISSOULA -
Missoula will celebrate authors, literature and the writer’s craft Sept. 6-8 during the 
second Montana Festival of the Book.
The three-day event will bring together more than 80 regional writers for readings, 
panels, exhibits, demonstrations, book signings and much more. Events will be held in 
historical downtown Missoula in venues such as the Wilma Theatre, the Holiday Inn Parkside, 
Caras Park, Fact and Fiction Bookstore, and the Missoula Public Library.
The festival is organized by the Montana Center for the Book and The University of 
Montana-based Montana Committee for the Humanities, in association with other state 
organizations and businesses.
"Last year’s festival was a great success," said Mark Sherouse, MCH executive 
director. "We had 5,000 people attend events over two days. A lot of people know of 
Missoula and Montana because of our writers, and I think an event like this captures the heart 
and soul of much of what goes on around here."
The festival will include more than 50 events, most of which are free and open to the 
public. A Friday reception and silent auction, as well as gala readings on Friday and Saturday 
nights, will require modest admission fees. For a full schedule of events, visit the festival Web 




Writers from Montana and the surrounding region have had an important impact on 
American literature and our understanding of the Western experience. Prominent authors slated to 
appear at the festival include E. Annie Proulx, James Lee Burke, Nicholas Evans, Mary Clearman 
Blew, James Crumley, David James Duncan, William Kittredge, Annick Smith and James Welch. 
Highly regarded University of Montana faculty members and authors contributing to the event 
include Kevin Canty, Dan Flores, Kate Gadbow, Dan Kemmis, Greg Pape and Richard Barrett.
Panels will cover topics such as rivers in Western literature, historical fiction, book 
groups, reading selections for children and young adults, the economy, governance and the 
environment of the West, and the art of the short story. In addition, adults and children can 
participate in workshops on bookmaking, book collecting and appraisal, book groups and more.
Children can meet some of their favorite authors, including Jeannette Ingold, Dorothy 
Patent, Peggy Christian and Sneed B. Collard III.
In addition, the winning entry to the second annual "Happy Tales" literary contest will be 
announced. Last year’s winning entry, "Hamlet Refinished," was performed by the Festival 
Players in Caras Park.
Major 2001 festival sponsors are the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the Montana Arts Council, UM, the government of France, the 
Charles Engelhard Foundation and the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Foundation.
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